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says, was cast the shadow of the ' coming indi-
vidualism^' in England.

For his importance, historically speaking, lies
in this consideration, which must be taken in
connection with what was said just now about
the effects of the industrial revolution, and the
transition of thought from a national to a cosmo-
politan ideal. It might seem a paradox of criti-
cism to expect a cosmopolitan note from the
retired and melancholy genius whose frail, unhappy
life was preserved to art by the devotion of Mrs
Unwin, and whose lot is so pitifully depicted by
himself as sadder than that of the castaway,

But I beneath a rougher sea,

And whelni'd in deeper gulfs than he.

' All thy waves and thy billows are gone over me ',
he might have said, in the plenitude of the
Psalmist's despair; and yet this very experience
of suffering, with the mental solitude that ensued,
contained the seeds which were to ripen in less
hardly-tried minds at a later, if an ampler, spring.
* Alas, what can I do with my wit ? ' he sighed,
in an age when the wits of Goldsmith and Johnson
were sharpened by contact with the busy world
of London. Convention in phrase or thought
was impossible to Cowper; with whom should he
convene, save, for a few years, with John New-
ton, and always with his own pure heart ? And
out of the conditions thus made he was enabled
to draw the inspiration which came to other poets
by other discipline : the sympathy with suffering
humanity, the tender care of brute creatures,
the love of children and of flowers, the search for